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THE BIG RECAP [PARSHA SUMMARY]

1 - Sarah dies at age 127 in the land of
Canaan and Abraham mourns her. He
requests to purchase a burial site from the
Hittites, specifically the cave of Machpelah
belonging to Ephron son of Zohar. Ephron
offers the field and cave, but Abraham insists
on paying the full price, which Ephron sets at
four hundred shekels of silver.

2 - After Sarah’s burial, Abraham, now in his
old age, summons his servant and tasks him
with finding a wife for his son. He instructs
the servant that the wife must not be a
Canaanite and must come to live with his son
in the land of Canaan where Isaac lives.

3 - The servant travels with  camels and gifts
to find a wife for Isaac. He prays for
guidance in making the right choice. A young
woman named Rebekah approaches him and
offers water to him and his camels. In return,
he gives her jewelry. He asks whose child she
is and learns that she is the daughter of
Bethuel and therefore Abraham’s great-niece.
She invites him to stay with her family for the
night.

4 –  Rebekah runs home and tells her
family what happened. They welcome
the servant, and he explains why he
has come. The family agrees to the
marriage.

5 – After a night of celebrating
Rebekah and Isaac’s betrothal, the
servant insists on returning to
Abraham and Isaac. Rebekah’s
family asks if she is ready to go, and
she agrees. As they approach, Isaac
looks up from the field and sees the
camels coming. Rebekah asks the
servant who is in the field, and he says
it is his master. Isaac learns what the
servant has done.

6 – Abraham remarries, and his new
wife, Keturah, bears him six children.
He lives to be 175 years old and dies
surrounded by his people. Ishmael
and Isaac bury him in the Cave of
Machpelah.

7 – The text lists all of Ishmael’s
descendants. He has twelve sons who
become chieftains of their tribes.
Ishmael lives to be 137 years old.
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This week’s parsha records three deaths that conclude the story of Abraham and
the founding of the Jewish people as we know it.

רָהֽ נֵי֖ חַייֵּ֥ שָׂ נִי֑ם שְׁ בַ֣ע שָׁ נָה֖ וְשֶׁ רִי֥ם שָׁ נָה֛ וְעֶשְׂ ה מֵאָה֥ שָׁ רָ֔ הְיוּ֙ חַייֵּ֣ שָׂ ִּ וַי
רָה֖ וְלִבְכּתָֹהּֽ׃ ם לִסְפּדֹ֥ לְשָׂ נָעַ֑ן וַיבָּאֹ֙ אַבְרָהָ֔ אֶרֶ֣ץ כְּ ע֛ הִו֥א חֶבְרוֹ֖ן בְּ קִרְיתַ֥ אַרְבַּ רָה֗ בְּ מׇ֣ת שָׂ וַתָּ

DESCRIPTION OF SARAH’S DEATH (GENESIS 23:1-2):

Sarah’s lifetime—the span of Sarah’s life—came to one hundred and twenty-seven years.
Sarah died in Kiriath-arba—now Hebron—in the land of Canaan; and Abraham

proceeded to mourn for Sarah and to bewail her.

נִיֽם׃ נָה֖ וְחָמֵשׁ֥ שָׁ בְעִי֥ם שָׁ נָה֛ וְשִׁ ר־חָי֑ מְאַת֥ שָׁ נֵיֽ־חַייֵּ֥ אַבְרָהָ֖ם אֲשֶׁ ה יְמֵי֛ שְׁ וְאֵלֶּ֗
יו׃ ֽ בֵעַ֑ וַיאֵָּ֖סֶף אֶל־עַמָּ יבָה֥ טוֹבָה֖ זָקֵן֣ וְשָׂ שֵׂ גְוַע֨ וַימָׇּ֧ת אַבְרָהָם֛ בְּ ִּ וַי

נֵי֥ מַמְרֵאֽ׃ ֖ר עַל־פְּ י אֲשֶׁ ֔ ן־צחַֹ֙ר֙ הַֽחִתִּ ה עֶפְרןֹ֤ בֶּ דֵ֞ ה אֶל־שְׂ לָ֑ כְפֵּ יו אֶל־מְעָרַת֖ הַמַּ נָ֔ מָעֵאל֙ בָּ רוּ֨ אתֹוֹ֜ יִצְחָק֤ וְיִשְׁ קְבְּ ִּ וַי

DESCRIPTION OF ABRAHAM’S DEATH (GENESIS 25:7-9):

This was the total span of Abraham’s life: one hundred and seventy-five years.
And Abraham breathed his last, dying at a good ripe age, old and contented; and he was gathered to

his kin.
His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar

the Hittite, facing Mamre,

ֽיו ָּ֔מׇת וַיאֵָּ֖סֶף אֶל־עַמָּ גְוַע֣ וַי ִּ נִי֑ם וַי בַ֣ע שָׁ נָה֖ וְשֶׁ י֥ם שָׁ לשִֹׁ נָה֛ ושְּׁ אל מְאַת֥ שָׁ מָעֵ֔ נֵי֙ חַייֵּ֣ יִשְׁ ה שְׁ וְאֵלֶּ֗

DESCRIPTION OF ISHMAEL’S DEATH (GENESIS 25:17):

These were the years of the life of Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years; then he
breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his kin.

These three deaths (Sarah, Abraham, and Ishmael) mark the closing of the
generation that founded the Jewish people. Between the first and last of these
deaths, the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah ensures the nation’s continuity and

fulfillment of the covenantal promise. This week’s parsha thus solidifies the
transition from the patriarch Abraham to the next generation, affirming that the

story of the Jewish people will carry on beyond him.


