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COME & LEARN

Y2 Di7Y ‘AN

And I shall grant you peace in the land
Leviticus 26:6
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SOURGES ON ISRAEL IN PRAYER

FRAMING QUESTIONS:

« Where do you recall seeing Israel in your experience with prayer?

« What type of prayer would you expect historically for Israel?

« How do you think the founding of the modern state of Israel
could have impacted the relationship between Israel and prayer?

SOURCE 1 - THE AMIDA

And to Your city Jerusalem return in 21PN D'ANN2 )V D'7ei7)
mercy, and dwell within it as You have N121 .NN2T IWND NDINA PUNI
spoken, and build her soon in our days .071V 12 102 ANj7a ANIN
into an eternal building. And preparethe a5y AN TIT NODI
throne of David within her speedily. I - . -
Blessed are You, God, who builds
Jerusalem.

nR J'n ARN )Na)on
07U

Be pleased, Lord our God, in your people ‘7N¥' AVA 177N 'n n¥1
Israel and in their prayers, and return the PATIAVA NN 2¥nl DN75N21
service to the inner sanctuary of Your 'n'hw_:! T ||!::j;¢! ']J'I'J T 1131'7
house. And receive in love the fire- JI12 Y2j7n N2nNa .OnYyom
offerings of Israel and their prayers. And 7N NTIAY TR )XY O
1PX7 1YL 1Y NI'INNIARY
'1NAn L'n NN )N2:0'NNM3A
APX7 INDY

may the service of your people Israel be
always in your favor. And let our eyes
behold your return to Zion in mercy.
Blessed are You, God, who returns His
Presence to Zion.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

« What image of Israel does this present?
« How does that compare to your current conceptions of the state
of Israel?

SOURCE 2A — ANCIENT SIDDUR FOUND IN ISRAEL
This is a blessing found in an ancient siddur that was found in ancient Israel.

Blessed be You the Lord, The king, Rock 7NAW' 11X \7n ’n NnNN M2
of Israel and its redeemer I'7NI2I

SOURCE 2B - YERUSHALMI BERACKHOT 1:1

There was an incident regarding Rabbi 171 7ITan NN 202 nwvn
Chiya the Great and Rabbi Shimon ben 113'7nr_| 'Y NNS7N 1N Ivnw
Chalafta, who were walking in the Arbel wn nIyva Y1N nyj7aa

Valley at dawn, and they saw the burst of 21N VINOAY INYA NN INAI
the the first light. Rabbi Chiya the Great 1IVAY 277 7IMn NN 21 10N

said to R.abbl Sh.lmon ben Chz%lafta: INYINA X' D 1272 AN 12
My rabbi! Such is the redemption of
NVRj7 n7’nna TN 7w

N'D ,ND7IN N'NY NN 70 ,NVNj7
N>71n1 N2

Israel, a bit, a bit, as long as it continues,
it increases.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

« What do you think “I7NII 7N 11X \710” means? Is this identity
inherently connected to Israel? If so, how?

« What image of Israel does this present?

« How does that compare to your current conceptions of the state
of Israel?
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SOURCE 3 - JEREMIAH 29:7
And seek the welfare of the city to which WN 'WR  DI7Y NN 1E¥ATI
I have exiled you [Jerusalem] and pray to  1'779nn1 nny DONN  'M'7an
GOD 1n its behalf; for in its prosperity '’ ARI7wa D 'NT™N ATYa
you shall prosper. - ' :m"ﬂy' n:ﬁ

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

« Questions for discussion:

« What do you think it means to “seek the welfare” or “"NN 1¥77T
Di7¥” means? How do you imagine this is similar or different
from prayer?

« How do you imagine the relationship described as “prosperity you
shall prosper.” or “Di7¥ DJ'7 N'n! NNI7L2” would funciton?

« How does this source frame praying for Israel?

SOURCE 4 - PIRKEI AVOT 3:2
Rabbi Hanina, the vice-high priest said: ~ 'I) ,qAAIN 0’220 120 N2'2N 21

pray for the welfare of the government, JUO7N 7w Aani7wa 779nn

for were it not for the fear it inspires, 1INV NN Y'N ,ANTIN N7R'7NY
every man would swallow his neighbor ' iva ﬁ,.,h
alive. I

SOURCE 5 - FIDDLER ON THE ROOF

“Rabbi, Rabbi is there a blessing for the

Czar?”
“Yes, my son, God bless and keep the
“Rabbi, rabbi, is there a blessing for the Czar?” CZEII'... Far away from US!”

“Yes, my son, God bless and keep the Czar —
far away from us!”
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

« What do sources 4 and 5 teach us about Jewish relations towards
praying for governments?

« What anxieties do these sources highlight? What other angles for
prayer may be missing?

SOURCE 6 - PRAYER OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

Written in 1948 by the Cheif Rabbi’s of Israel

(1) Our father in the heavens ,0'AYIAY 172N (N
(2) Rock and Redeemer of Israel JTNIDL TN NI (2
(3) Bless the State of I.Slfael | JNWNYITANNYT QA
(4) The start of flowering of Redemption ANYNA NN'NY NN (T

(5) Shield it with Your love

(6) Spread over it the shelter of Your
peace

(7) Guide it's leaders and advisors with
Your light and Your truth.

ATON TN D7V P (0
ANi7Y N2 7Y w91 (1
JUNT7 ANANI N NTY (T
TNYiIN Y

(8) Establish for them Your good -7]';!.5)';7’.3 NIV NYYa DIFNI (N
counsel. JAIYTZ YIN '22R ' T NN 770 (0
(9) Strengthen the hands of the defenders N’ 1778 D'7'NI (!
of our Holy Land ,070VVA 1iNX1 NVYI (N
(10) Cause them to inherit, our God, ,YIN2 DI7Y NN (2
deliverance .jl;__lgjil'? n'?iu nm;iy! bl
(11) Place the crown of victory upon

them

(12) Give the land peace

(13) And everlasting joy to its inhabitants
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« What is being prayed for here?
« How does this compare to other prayers seen above? How do the
intentions compare?

SOURCE 7 - HAARETZ SEPT 21, 1948

Haaretz is an Israeli newspaper founded in 1918, it’s the longest running newspaper currently in print in Israel

(The Chief Rabbis of Israel - Rav Herzog — 7NW! YAIN7 DPYNIN 0’120
and Rav Uziel - established and fixed - N'TIV N2 20210 N 1N

with the consent of the members of the Man NN>ona Nl 1ITo!
board and Chief Rabbis of Tel Aviv and |7w 0'712N 'WNII nNVvIinn

Petach Tikvah, the preceding prayer to be NN NN NNSI ,N9'N ,N'N

INN'N7 7'V7 NNaINN n'7'S5°Nn
NINISNAI YINA NDION 'N1 702
n'7w) y"wn IN 270 T 7V
ninawa QNN -112'¥N

nINN NNM7 TNN7 D' TVINAI

recited in all synagogues in the Land and
Diaspora by the rabbi or chazan on
Shabbat and holidays after the Torah
reading.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

« Did you know when this prayer was created and by who?

« How do you feel about the decision to make this a fixed part of
prayer? Why do you think this location in tefilah and these times
to say this prayer were chosen?

« What do you think it says that this is being published in the
newspaper Haaretz?

SOURCES ABOUT ISRAEL IN PRAYER



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_newspapers_in_Israel

#House of Sanes

ISRAEL IN PRAYER 3RD MARCH, 2024

SOURCE 8A - SIDDUR LEV SHALEM,
THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY, 2016, P. 178

This comes from the Siddur published by the Rabbinical Assembly and the United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism. This source provides an alternative version of the text, found in source 5.

stronghold and redeemer of the people ,0'NYAY 122N
Israel: Bless the State of Israel, that it LJINIL7TNORY NN
may be the beginning of our JINOY NYTR NN N2

SOURCE 8B - SIDDUR LEV SHALEM, COMMENTARY
That it may be (NNNW):
This Hebrew word was added by the Chief Rabbi of England, Immanuel
Jakobovits, turning the phrase "the beginning of the redemption" into an
expression of hope, rather than a statement of fact.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

« How do you feel this change impacts the prayer overall?
« Have you ever seen this before? If not, what are your first
impressions?

SOURCE 9 -SOURCE 8: LEVITICUS 26:6

I will grant peace in the land, and you 1'NI DN2DLH YINA DI'7Y AN
shall lie down untroubled by anyone; I A v YN rRainl Tnn
will give the land respite from vicious :0DNINA -IJJ_I]_TNI7 27nI Y-nga
beasts, and no sword shall cross your

land.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

« Zooming back out to tanach, what is the image promised to the
Jewish people? Do you feel this image is represented in the prayers
we’ve seen related to Israel?
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbinical_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Synagogue_of_Conservative_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Synagogue_of_Conservative_Judaism
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SPACE FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION

If you’d like use this space to reflect on what you’ve gathered from these sources.
You can also write your own version of a prayer for Israel drawing upon the sources above.

SOURCES ABOUT ISRAEL IN PRAYER




