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COME & LEARN
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We praise You, Eternal God, Sovereign of the universe, who calls us to
holiness through mitzvot, commanding us to engage in the study of Torah
Morning Blessings
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FRAMING QUESTIONS

What comes to mind when you think about Judaism and learning?
What does Jewish text study look like to you?
What is your connection, if any, to Jewish text study?

SOURCE 1 - JOSHUA 1:8

Let not this Book of the Teaching cease ~ '®n NTn MiNN 190 LAA"NY7

from your lips, but recite it day and INYnN wn'7 n'7'71 oni' ia nnanl
night, so that you may observe faithfully INTD i UNINTID  nivyy
all that is written in it. Only then will you 7R TN PITIIN NN

prosper in your undertakings and only
then will you be successful.

SOURCE 2 - PIRKEI AVOT 6:9

Rabbi Yose ben Kisma said: Once I was NNN OV ,NNDj7 ]2 'OI’ '21 1NN
walking by the way when a man met me, DTN "2 V191 )T 3700 M'N
and greeted me and I greeted him. He I'7 'mImal ,0i7¢ "7 1N ,TNN
said to me, “Rabbi, where are you from?” Di7R NI'NQ )27 "7 IAN .Di'7Y
I said to him, “I am from a great city of  '7¥ n7iTa 'vN ,i7 'MIAN .NAN

sages and scribes”. He said to me, ,S7 1NN AN DMDI0 7¥1 D'RON
“Rabbi, would you consider living with  ,12R1j7R2 11V WTAY J1i¥1 /A0
us in our place? I would give you a ANT "Y' T 097N 7N 37 1NN "IN

thousand thousand denarii of gold, and  ,I'7 'RINAN .NiI"727M NIQiL D'1AN]
precious stones and pearls.” I said to him: 2071 |0 '72 7 1Ni1 NAN DN ,12
“My son, even if you were to give me all ~ ,07ivag Ni"72101 Ni2iv 012NI
the silver and gold, precious stones and  ,TiV N'71 .Nn1IN DI7N2 N7N T 'I'N
pearls that are in the world, I would not N DTN 7¥ IN'0D NVYAY N7N

dwell anywhere except in a place of ANT N71 |02 N7 DOTN7 i7 1M7n
Torah; for when a man passes away there N7N ,Ni"72701 Nidi0 DN N7I
accompany him neither gold nor silver, T172 0110 D'PYNRI NMin

nor precious stones nor pearls, but Torah
and good deeds alone
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SOURCE 3 - PIRKEI AVOT 2:4

Do not say: ‘When I have free time, I will ,NI¥N NIONYD7 NN TNI
study.” Perhaps this free time will never :N19N N7 NQY
come.

SOURCE 4 - TAANIT 7A

The Gemara cites other expositions that ~ 'NR ,N3'1IN '2172 NAN '2A7 AN
deal with Torah study. Rabbi Hama, son  qni7 ,~Tn’ '71722 7112” :2'n>7T
of Rabbi Hanina, said: What is the TTNN TNN _ n'-! '7711 nn -]'7
meaning of that which is written: “Iron '1'n'?1;1 ';ll!j N ,i'l':_l[} NN

sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the N1 NN DT )TTNR — DMdN

countenance of his friend” (Proverbs .N2'7Ma

27:17)? This verse comes to tell you that
just as with these iron implements, one
sharpens the other when they are rubbed
against each other, so too, when Torah
scholars study together, they sharpen one
another in halakha.

SOURCE 5 - QUOTE FROM ILANA KURSHAN

If All the Seas Were Ink by Ilana Kurshan is a memoir that intertwines personal
transformation with daily Talmud study, as the author navigates divorce, love, and self-
discovery through the Daf Yomi cycle. This quote is about her book.

All of us are vessels for the Torah we study, and the Torah we study fills us and
assumes our shape — much as wine and all liquids take the shape of their
containers. And there is a chemical reaction that takes place between who we
are and what we learn — we are transformed by the Torah we study, and the
Torah we study is transformed by our encounter with it. And so that is why my
book is as much about myself as it is about the Talmud, and as much about
Talmud as it is about myself.
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