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JUDAISM AND NATURE

COME & LEARN
ךְ׃ מַיִ֗ם וְיגֶַּד־לָֽ ָ שּׁ אַל־נָא֣ בְהֵמוֹ֣ת וְתרֶֹךָּ֑ וְעוֹ֥ף הַ֝ וְאֽולָּם֗ שְׁ

גֵי֣ הַיםָּֽ׃ ךָ֗ דְּ רוּ֥ לְ֝ י֣חַ לָאָרֶ֣ץ וְתרֶֹךָּ֑ וִיסַפְּ א֤וֹ שִׂ

But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; The birds of the sky, they will tell you, 
Or speak to the earth, it will teach you; The fish of the sea, they will inform you.

Job 12:7-8
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SOURCES ABOUT NATURE AND JUDAISM

SOURCE 1 – GENESIS 2:15

God settled the Human in the garden of
Eden, to till it and guard it.

ח֛ יְהוָֹה֥ אֱלהִֹ֖ים אֶת־הָֽאָדָם֑ קַּ ִּ וַי
מְרָהּֽ׃ דֶן לְעׇבְדָהּ֖ ולְּשׇׁ חֵה֣וּ בְגַן־עֵ֔ וַינִַּּ

What does “guard” mean? 
How does the commandment in Genesis relate to the source in
Psalms?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

SOURCE 2 – PSALMS 24:1-2

Of David. A psalm. The earth is the LORD’s
and all that it holds, the world and its
inhabitants.

יהוָֹה הָאָרֶ֣ץ ומְּלוֹאָהּ֑ זְמוֹ֥ר לַֽ֭ לְדָוִד֗ מִ֫
בֵי בָהּֽ׃ בֵל֗ וְישְֹׁ֣ תֵּ֝

SOURCE 3 – LEVITICUS 25:3-5

Six years you may sow your field and six
years you may prune your vineyard and
gather in the yield. But in the seventh
year the land shall have a sabbath of
complete rest, a sabbath of God: you
shall not sow your field or prune your
vineyard. You shall not reap the
aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the
grapes of your untrimmed vines; it shall
be a year of complete rest for the land.

נִי֖ם שׁ֥ שָׁ ךָ וְשֵׁ דֶ֔ זְרַע֣ שָׂ ֙ תִּ נִים שׁ֤ שָׁ שֵׁ
֖ אֶת־ רְמֶךָ֑ וְאָסַפְתָּ זְמרֹ֣ כַּ תִּ

בואָּתָהּֽ׃ תְּ
֙ תוֹן בָּ ת֤ שַׁ בַּ בִיעִת֗ שַׁ ְ נָה֣ הַשּׁ ָ ובַּשּׁ
ֹ֣א ֙ ל ֽדְךָ ת֖ לַה שָׂ בָּ רֶץ שַׁ יִהְיהֶ֣ לָאָ֔

ֹ֥א תִזְמֹֽר׃ ע וְכַרְמְךָ֖ ל תִזְרָ֔
ֹ֣א תִקְצ֔וֹר וְאֶת־ אֵת֣ סְפִי֤חַ קְצִיֽרְךָ֙ ל
תוֹ֖ן בָּ נַת֥ שַׁ ֹ֣א תִבְצרֹ֑ שְׁ בֵי֥ נְזִירֶךָ֖ ל עִנְּ

רֶץ׃ יִהְיהֶ֥ לָאָֽ



What are similarities between Shabbat and Shmita, and what do
they teach us? 
What is the purpose of Shmita and how is it similar or different
than the purpose of Shabbat?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
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SOURCES ABOUT NATURE AND JUDAISM

SOURCE 4 – EXODUS 20:9-10

Six days you shall labor and do all your
work,
but the seventh day is a sabbath of your
God: you shall not do any work—you, your
son or daughter, your male or female slave,
or your cattle, or the stranger who is within
.your settlements

ל־ ֖י֣תָ כׇּֿ ד֮ וְעָשִׂ עֲֽבֹ֔ ֙ תַּ ת ימִָי֣ם שֶׁ֤֣ שֵׁ
ךָֽ׃֒ מְלַאכְתֶּ

֣א־ ֹֽ ת֖֣ להֹ’ אֱלהֶֹי֑֗ךָ ל בָּ י֜ שַׁ בִיעִ֔ ְ וְיוֹ֨ם֙ הַשּׁ
ה֣ ובִּנְךָ־ֽ֣ ה֣֨ כׇל־מְלָאכָ֜֡ה אַתָּ תַעֲשֶׂ
֙ ֖ ךָ֗ וְגֵרְךָ ךָ֤֨ וַאֲמָֽתְךָ֙֜ ובְּהֶמְתֶּ֔ ךָ֗ עַבְדְּ ובִּ֠תֶּ

יךָ׃ ֽ֔ עָרֶ שְׁ ר֥֣ בִּ אֲשֶׁ

SOURCE 5 - THE LORAX BY DR. SEUSS
“Mister! he said with a sawdusty sneeze, i am the lorax i speak for the trees. i speak for the trees,

for the trees have no tongues, and i, asking you sir at the top of my lungs”
- - -

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it’s not.”



SOURCE 7 – MISHNEH TORAH, KINGS AND WARS 6

We should not cut down fruit trees outside a city
nor prevent an irrigation ditch from bringing
water to them so that they dry up, as
Deuteronomy 20:19 states: 'Do not destroy its
trees.' Anyone who cuts down such a tree should
be lashed.
This does not apply only in a siege, but in all
situations. Anyone who cuts down a fruit tree
with a destructive intent, should be lashed.
Nevertheless, a fruit tree may be cut down if it
causes damage to other trees or to fields
belonging to others, or if a high price could be
received for its wood. The Torah only prohibited
cutting down a tree with a destructive intent.

דִינָה חוץּ לַמְּ אֵין קוֹצְצִין אִילָנֵי מַאֲכָל שֶׁ
דֵי יִם כְּ ת הַמַּ וְאֵין מוֹנְעִין מֵהֶם אַמַּ
נֶּאֱמַר (דברים כ, יט) "לאֹ יבְשׁוּ. שֶׁ ִּ י שֶׁ
חִית אֶת עֵצָהּ". וְכָל הַקּוֹצֵץ לוֹקֶה. תַשְׁ
ל כָל מָקוֹם כָּ א בְּ לְבַד אֶלָּ מָצוֹר בִּ וְלאֹ בְּ
חָתָה לוֹקֶה. רֶךְ הַשְׁ הַקּוֹצֵץ אִילַן מַאֲכָל דֶּ
יק אִילָנוֹת ִּ אֲבָל קוֹצְצִין אוֹתוֹ אִם הָיהָ מַז
דֵה אֲחֵרִים. שְׂ יק בִּ ִּ ז מַּ נֵי שֶׁ אֲחֵרִים. אוֹ מִפְּ
מָיו יְקָרִים. לאֹ אָסְרָה תּוֹרָה דָּ נֵי שֶׁ אוֹ מִפְּ

חָתָה: רֶךְ הַשְׁ א דֶּ אֶלָּ

What value does Bal tashchit espouse? Does this relate to the
Lorax quotes?
How does Bal tashcit relate to the purpose of shmita or the
Genesis source about guarding the earth? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
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SOURCE 6 – DEUTERONOMY 20:20

When in your war against a city you have to
besiege it a long time in order to capture it,
you must not destroy its trees, wielding the
ax against them. You may eat of them, but
you must not cut them down. Are trees of
the field human to withdraw before you into
the besieged city?

י֜ם ֩ ימִָי֨ם רַבִּ יֽ־תָצו֣רּ אֶל־עִיר כִּ
א־ ֹֽ הּ֗ ל חֵם֧ עָלֶ֣יהָ לְתׇפְשָׂ הִלָּ לְֽ
ן רְזֶ֔ ֙ לִנְדּחַֹ֤ עָלָיו֙ גַּ חִי֤ת אֶת־עֵצָהּ תַשְׁ
י֤ ֹ֣א תִכְרתֹ֑ כִּ ל וְאתֹוֹ֖ ל נּ֣וּ תאֹכֵ֔ י֚ מִמֶּ כִּ
נֶי֖ךָ ה לָבאֹ֥ מִפָּ דֶ֔ ָ ֙ עֵץ֣ הַשּׂ הָֽאָדָם

צוֹֽר׃ מָּ בַּ

Context: The idea of bal tashchit comes from this source. Bal tashchit (meaning do not
destroy) is a prohibition against unnecessary waste or destruction and is an important

ethical concept in Judaism.  


