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THE BIG RECAP [PARSHA SUMMARY]
1 – Moses gathers the whole community and reminds them
they must keep Shabbat; even the urgent work of building
the Tabernacle cannot override it. He then invites
everyone with a generous heart to bring materials—
metals, fabrics, skins, wood, oil, spices, and precious
stones—for the Tabernacle and the priestly garments. Men
and women respond enthusiastically, each contributing
what they can, from spinning, weaving, to crafting, to
support the project.

2 – Moses names Bezalel and Oholiab as the divinely
inspired chief artisans, filled with wisdom, skill, and the
ability to teach others. They and all the skilled workers
receive so many donations that Moses has to tell the
people to stop bringing more. Under their direction, they
construct the core Tabernacle structure including its
curtains, coverings, boards, bars, and partitions. Then
they build the ark, cover it with gold, add the poles and
cherubim, and make the table for the bread of display with
its utensils.

3 –  The craftsmen make the pure gold menorah with its
branches, cups, and decorative details hammered from one
piece. They then make the golden incense altar, its rings
and poles, and the special anointing oil and fragrant
incense for use in the sanctuary alone. Everything is
crafted according to the precise instructions given earlier,
highlighting both beauty and holiness.

4 – They build the copper altar for burnt offerings with its
grating, poles, and all its tools, and they fashion the
copper washbasin from the mirrors of the women who
served at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. The
courtyard is then completed with its hangings, posts, and
gates. A detailed accounting lists all of the metals donated
and used. They begin making the sacred garments for
Aaron and his sons, starting with the priestly vestments.

5 – The artisans weave the ephod (apron) for
the high priest out of gold thread, blue, purple,
and crimson yarn and fine linen, and they
attach shoulder straps. They set two onyx
stones in gold frames on the shoulders,
engraved with the names of the tribes of Israel.
Next they make the choshen (breastpiece) with
four rows of precious stones, also engraved
with the tribal names, and fasten it securely to
the ephod with gold chains and cords so it
rests over the high priest’s heart.

6 – They complete the rest of the priestly
garments: the robe with its pomegranate and
bell decorations, the headplate engraved “Holy
to the Lord,” and the tunics, turbans, sashes,
and linen pants for Aaron and his sons. All the
work of the Tabernacle is now finished exactly
as God commanded Moses. Moses inspects
everything, sees that it has been done properly
and with care, and blesses the people for their
faithful work.

7 – God tells Moses to set up the Tabernacle
on the first day of the first month and specifies
where each item should go, including the ark
behind the curtain, the table and menorah, the
altars, and the basin. Moses anoints and
consecrates the Tabernacle and everything
inside, and he anoints and dresses Aaron and
his sons to serve as priests. When the
sanctuary is fully set up, a cloud covers the
Tent of Meeting and God’s glory fills the
Tabernacle so strongly that Moses cannot
enter. From then on, the cloud and the fire
above the Tabernacle guide Israel on all their
journeys. When the cloud lifts, they travel;
when it rests, they encamp.
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As the Israelites go to build the Tabernacle each gives as they can, whether it be
physical gold or artisan skill.

EXODUS 35:5

ת׃ רומַּת֣ ה זָהָב֥ וָכֶסֶ֖ף ונְּחשֶֹֽׁ הָ אֵ֖ת תְּ וֹ יְבִיאֶ֕ ה כּלֹ֚ נְדִי֣ב לִבּ֔ רומָּה֙ לַֽ כֶם֤ תְּ קְחוּ֨ מֵֽאִתְּ

Take from among you gifts to GOD; everyone whose heart is so moved shall bring them—gifts for
GOD: gold, silver, and copper;

EXODUS 35:21-22

רומַּת֨ ה לִמְלֶא֨כֶת אֹ֤הֶל מוֹעֵד֙ ולְּכׇל־ בִ֠יאוּ אֶת־תְּ ר֩ נָדְבָה֨ רוחּ֜וֹ אתֹוֹ֗ הֵ֠ אוֹ֣ לִבּוֹ֑ וְכֹ֡ל אֲשֶׁ ר־נְשָׂ ישׁ אֲשֶׁ ל־אִ֖ ֹ֕אוּ כׇּ יבָּ
עֲבדָֹ֣ת֔וֹ ולְּבִגְדֵי֖ הַקּדֶֹֽשׁ׃

ר֥ הֵנִי֛ף ישׁ אֲשֶׁ ב וְכׇל־אִ֕ י זָהָ֔ לִ֣ ל־כְּ עַ֤ת וְכומָּז֙ כׇּ בִ֠יאוּ חָח֣ וָנֶזֶ֜ם וְטַבַּ י֑ם כּלֹ֣ ׀ נְדִי֣ב לֵב֗ הֵ֠ שִׁ ֖ים עַל־הַנָּ וַיבָּאֹ֥וּ הָאֲנָשִׁ
נופַּת֥ זָהָ֖ב לַה׃ תְּ

And everyone who excelled in ability and everyone whose spirit was moved came, bringing to GOD
an offering for the work of the Tent of Meeting and for all its service and for the sacral vestments.

Men and women, all whose hearts moved them, all who would make an elevation offering of gold to
GOD, came bringing brooches, earrings, rings, and pendants—gold objects of all kinds.

EXODUS 35:25–26

יֽם׃ ִּ חׇכְמָה֑ טָווּ֖ אֶת־הָעִז ן֛ אתָֹנָ֖ה בְּ א֥ לִבָּ ר֨ נָשָׂ ים אֲשֶׁ שִׁ֔ וְכׇל֨־הַנָּ
ן׃ אִי֑ם לָאֵפוֹ֖ד וְלַחשֶֹֽׁ לֻּ הַם וְאֵ֖ת אַבְנֵי֣ הַמִּ ֹ֔ יאוּ אֵת֚ אַבְנֵי֣ הַשּׁ אִם֣ הֵבִ֔ שִׂ וְהַנְּ

And all the women who excelled in that skill spun the goats’ hair.
And the chieftains brought lapis lazuli and other stones for setting, for the ephod and for the

breastpiece;

EXODUS 36:4

ֽים׃ ה עשִֹׂ ר־הֵמָּ֥ לַאכְתּוֹ֖ אֲשֶׁ ישׁ־אִי֥שׁ מִמְּ ל־מְלֶ֣אכֶת הַקּדֶֹ֑שׁ אִֽ ים אֵ֖ת כׇּ ים הָעשִֹׂ֕ ל־הַחֲ֣כָמִ֔ וַיבָּאֹ֙וּ֙ כׇּ

every single one of the artisans who were engaged in the tasks of the sanctuary came from the task in
which they were engaged,

EXODUS 36:5

ָּה֥ ה לַעֲשֹׂת֥ אתָֹהּֽ ר־צִו ה אֲשֶׁ לָאכָ֔ י֤ הָֽעֲבדָֹה֙ לַמְּ י֥ם הָעָם֖ לְהָבִי֑א מִדֵּ ר מַרְבִּ אמֹ֔ ה֣ לֵּ וַיאֹּמְרוּ֙ אֶל־משֶֹׁ

and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than is needed for the tasks entailed in the work
that GOD has commanded to be done.

Their attitude of readiness to serve God is so strong that in the end the Israelites
give so much that Moses has to ask them to stop giving. However, it is through

each individual gift that the Tabernacle is ultimately built.
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