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THE BIG RECAP [PARSHA SUMMARY]
1 – After the death of Nadab and Abihu, God
tells Moses how Aaron may enter the Holy of
Holies safely on the Day of Atonement. Aaron
must bring a bull for his own sin offering and a
ram for a burnt offering, and the community must
provide two goats and a ram. He bathes, puts on
sacred linen garments, and uses the offerings to
make atonement for himself, the sanctuary, and
the people.

2 – Aaron completes the atonement ritual by
purifying the Tent of Meeting and the altar with
the blood of the bull and the goat. He lays hands
on the live goat, confesses over it all the sins of
Israel, and sends it into the wilderness. The
chapter ends by making this a lasting statute: the
people must rest, deny themselves, and observe
the day each year.

3 –God commands Israel to bring sacrifices only
to the Tent of Meeting and not to any other place.
The blood must be offered properly, and no one
may eat blood, because life is in the blood. These
laws keep worship centered on God and remind
the people that sacrifice and holiness belong
together.

4 – The laws now turn to holiness in daily life,
beginning with forbidden sexual relations that
must not copy the practices of Egypt or Canaan. 

4 (cont.) – Israel is also forbidden to
sacrafice children or defile God’s name.
The section closes by warning that these
acts polluted the land and must not be
repeated.

5 – The people must not steal, lie, cheat,
exploit the vulnerable, or judge unfairly,
and they must love their fellow as
themselves. Holiness is shown not only
in ritual, but also in honesty, fairness,
and respect for others.

6 – God commands respect for the
elderly, care for the stranger, and honest
weights and measures. Israel must not
profit from wrongdoing or defraud one
another. The call to holiness reaches
everyday business, speech, and
treatment of others.

7 – The final section warns against
idolatry, occult practices, and giving
children to Molech, and it sets severe
consequences for such sins. The chapter
ends by commanding the people to keep
God’s statutes and live by them,
because God has set them apart from
the nations. Holiness is thus defined as
loyalty to God in both worship and
conduct.
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Achrei Mot teaches that God’s presence is powerful and that access to holiness
requires reverence, atonement, and carefully observed boundaries.

LEVITICUS 16:2
רכֶֹ֑ת אֶל־ י֖ת לַפָּ דֶשׁ מִבֵּ ר֮ אֶל־אַהֲרןֹ֣ אָחִי֒ךָ֒ וְאַל־יבָאֹ֤ בְכׇל־עֵת֙ אֶל־הַקֹּ֔ בֵּ ה֗ דַּ וַיאֹּ֨מֶר ה אֶל־משֶֹׁ

פּרֶֹֽת׃ ן אֵרָאֶ֖ה עַל־הַכַּ עָֽנָ֔ י֚ בֶּ ֹ֣א ימָ֔ותּ כִּ ר֤ עַל־הָאָרןֹ֙ וְל פּרֶֹ֜ת אֲשֶׁ נֵי֨ הַכַּ פְּ
GOD said to Moses: Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to come at will into the
Shrine behind the curtain, in front of the cover that is upon the ark, lest he die; for I

appear in the cloud over the cover.

These verses show that holiness is not casual; it is preserved through sacred
order, confession, and the gift of atonement that restores the relationship

between God and Israel.

LEVITICUS 16:16
ד ה֙ לְאהֶֹ֣ל מוֹעֵ֔ עֵיהֶ֖ם לְכׇל־חַטּאֹתָם֑ וְכֵן֤ יעֲַשֶׂ שְׁ ל ומִּפִּ רָאֵ֔ נֵי֣ יִשְׂ מְאתֹ֙ בְּ ר֣ עַל־הַקּדֶֹ֗שׁ מִטֻּ וְכִפֶּ

תוֹ֖ךְ טֻמְאתָֹםֽ ם בְּ ֹכֵן֣ אִתָּ֔ הַשּׁ
Thus he shall purge the Shrine of the impurity and transgression of the Israelites,

whatever their sins; and he shall do the same for the Tent of Meeting, which abides
with them in the midst of their impurity.

LEVITICUS 16:21
ל רָאֵ֔ נֵי֣ יִשְׂ ל־עֲוֺנתֹ֙ בְּ ה֣ עָלָי֗ו אֶת־כׇּ עִיר֮ הַחַי֒ וְהִתְוַדָּ ָ י֣ ידָָו֗ עַל֣ ראֹ֣שׁ הַשּׂ תֵּ וְסָמַךְ֨ אַהֲרןֹ֜ אֶת־שְׁ
י֖ ידַ־אִי֥שׁ עִתִּ ֛ח בְּ לַּ יר וְשִׁ עִ֔ ָ עֵיהֶ֖ם לְכׇל־חַטּאֹתָם֑ וְנָתַן֤ אתָֹם֙ עַל־ראֹ֣שׁ הַשּׂ שְׁ ל־פִּ וְאֶת־כׇּ

רָֽה׃ דְבָּ הַמִּ

Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat and confess over it all
the iniquities and transgressions of the Israelites, whatever their sins, putting them

on the head of the goat; and it shall be sent off to the wilderness through a
designated agent.

LEVITICUS 16:30
טְהָֽרו׃ּ ם לִפְנֵי֥ ה תִּ ר֥ עֲלֵיכֶם֖ לְטַהֵר֣ אֶתְכֶם֑ מִכּלֹ֙ חַטּאֹ֣תֵיכֶ֔ ֶּה֛ יְכַפֵּ יֽ־בַיוֹּ֥ם הַז כִּ

For on this day atonement shall be made for you to purify you of all your sins; you
shall be pure before GOD.
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