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THE BIG RECAP [PARSHA SUMMARY]
1 – God tells the priests to stay especially holy and
avoid contact with the dead, except for close
family. A priest has special rules for mourning,
marriage, and daily conduct because of his role in
serving God. The priest must protect his holiness
and not desecrate his sacred position.

2 – More laws for priests are shared, especially
about who may serve and what can make them
unfit for sacred duty. It also sets rules for priestly
offerings and says that only priests and their
households may eat certain holy foods under the
right conditions. People who handle holy things
must do so with care.

3 – God tells Moses to instruct the people that
sacrifices must be brought without defects.
Animals with serious blemishes are not acceptable
for the altar, because an offering to God must be
complete and worthy. The section ends by
stressing that God’s name must be treated with
holiness, and the people must keep His
commandments.

4 – God lays out the special holy times of the year,
starting with Shabbat and then the major
festivals. The people are told how to mark
Passover, the Omer count, and Shavuot, with
each one bringing the community back to God in
a structured way. 

4 (cont.) – The people must also  leave
part of the harvest for the poor and
the stranger. 

5 – Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
are introduced. Rosh Hashanah is a
day of shofar blast and rest, while
Yom Kippur is a day of fasting and
repentance. Both days call the people
to step back from ordinary life and
focus on God.

6 – Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret are
described. The people are told to live
in booths for seven days so they
remember how God protected them in
the wilderness. It is a time of joy,
harvest, and gathering together before
God.

7 – God gives laws for the menorah
and the showbread in the sanctuary.
Then a story of a man who
blasphemes God’s name, and is
stoned by the community. The section
ends with the idea that punishments
should match the crime committed.
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Parshat Emor includes many Jewish holidays. Below are the introductory verses to each.
LEVITICUS 23:1-3

אמֹֽר׃ ה֥ לֵּ ר֥ ה אֶל־משֶֹׁ וַיְדַבֵּ
ה הֵ֖ם מוֹעֲדָיֽ׃ קְרְאוּ֥ אתָֹם֖ מִקְרָאֵי֣ קדֶֹ֑שׁ אֵלֶּ֥ ר־תִּ ם מוֹעֲדֵי֣ ה אֲשֶׁ ֣ אֲלֵהֶ֔ רָאֵל֙ וְאָמַרְתָּ נֵי֤ יִשְׂ ֞ר אֶל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ

ה ת֥ הִוא֙ לַֽ בָּ ֹ֣א תַעֲשׂוּ֑ שַׁ ל־מְלָאכָה֖ ל דֶשׁ כׇּ תוֹן֙ מִקְרָא־קֹ֔ בָּ ת֤ שַׁ בַּ בִיעִי֗ שַׁ ְ ה֣ מְלָאכָה֒ ובַּיוֹּ֣ם הַשּׁ עָשֶׂ ת ימִָים֮ תֵּ שֶׁ֣ שֵׁ
בתֵֹֽיכֶםֽ׃ כלֹ֖ מוֹשְׁ בְּ

GOD spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to the Israelite people and say to them:

These are My fixed times, the fixed times of GOD, that you shall proclaim as sacred occasions.
On six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there shall be a sabbath of complete rest, a
sacred occasion. You shall do no work; it shall be a sabbath of GOD throughout your settlements.

LEVITICUS 23:5-6

סַ֖ח לַה׃ יִ֑ם פֶּ י֣ן הָעַרְבָּ ר֛ לַחדֶֹ֖שׁ בֵּ עָה֥ עָשָׂ אַרְבָּ חדֶֹ֣שׁ הָרִאשׁוֹ֗ן בְּ בַּ
בְעַת֥ ימִָ֖ים מַצּוֹ֥ת תּאֹכֵלֽ צּוֹ֖ת לַה שִׁ ֶּ֔ה חַג֥ הַמַּ ר֥ יוֹם֙ לַחדֶֹ֣שׁ הַז ה֨ עָשָׂ ָ ובַּחֲמִשּׁ

In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, there shall be a passover offering
to GOD,

and on the fifteenth day of that month GOD’s Feast of Unleavened Bread. You shall eat unleavened
bread for seven days.

LEVITICUS 23:15-16

הְייֶֽנָה׃ מִימתֹ֥ תִּ תוֹ֖ת תְּ בָּ בַ֥ע שַׁ נופָּה֑ שֶׁ ם אֶת־עמֶֹ֖ר הַתְּ ת מִיוֹּם֙ הֲבִי֣אֲכֶ֔ בָּ֔ ַ חֳרַת֣ הַשּׁ ם֤ לָכֶם֙ מִמׇּ וסְּפַרְתֶּ
֖ה לַה׃ ם֛ מִנְחָה֥ חֲדָשָׁ י֣ם יוֹ֑ם וְהִקְרַבְתֶּ ִ רוּ֖ חֲמִשּׁ סְפְּ ת תִּ בִיעִ֔ ְ ת֙ הַשּׁ בָּ ַ חֳרַת֤ הַשּׁ מׇּ עַד֣ מִֽ

And from the day on which you bring the sheaf of elevation offering—the day after the sabbath—
you shall count off seven weeks. They must be complete:

you must count until the day after the seventh week—fifty days; then you shall bring an offering of
new grain to GOD.

LEVITICUS 23:24

רועָּה֖ מִקְרָא־קדֶֹֽשׁ׃ ת֔וֹן זִכְרוֹ֥ן תְּ בָּ אֶחָד֣ לַחדֶֹ֗שׁ יִהְיהֶ֤ לָכֶם֙ שַׁ בִיעִי֜ בְּ ְ חדֶֹ֨שׁ הַשּׁ רָאֵ֖ל לֵאמרֹ֑ בַּ נֵי֥ יִשְׂ ר֛ אֶל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ

Speak to the Israelite people thus: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall
observe complete rest, a sacred occasion commemorated with loud blasts.

LEVITICUS 23:27

יתֶם֖ אֶת־נַפְשֹׁתֵיכֶם֑ ם וְעִנִּ רִי֣ם הו֗אּ מִֽקְרָא־קדֶֹ֙שׁ֙ יִהְיהֶ֣ לָכֶ֔ פֻּ ֶּה֜ יוֹ֧ם הַכִּ בִיעִי֨ הַז ְ עָשׂוֹ֣ר לַחדֶֹ֩שׁ֩ הַשּׁ ךְ בֶּ אַ֡
֖ה לַה׃ ֶ ם֥ אִשּׁ וְהִקְרַבְתֶּ

Mark, the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be a sacred occasion for
you: you shall practice self-denial, and you shall bring an offering by fire to GOD;

LEVITICUS 23:34

בְעַת֥ ימִָ֖ים לַיהוָֹהֽ׃ כּוֹ֛ת שִׁ ֶּ֔ה חַג֧ הַסֻּ בִיעִי֙ הַז ְ ֜ר יוֹ֗ם לַחדֶֹ֤שׁ הַשּׁ ה֨ עָשָׂ ָ חֲמִשּׁ רָאֵ֖ל לֵאמרֹ֑ בַּ נֵי֥ יִשְׂ ר֛ אֶל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ

Say to the Israelite people: On the fifteenth day of this seventh month there shall be the Feast of
Booths to GOD, [to last] seven days
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