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COME & LEARN
Zusha, Don’t leave me on my own

House of Sages

רבונו של עולם, אם אני כאן, הכל כאן

הנני מוכן ומזומן, הנני מוכן ומזומן

רבונו של עולם, אם אני כאן, הכל כאן

הנני, הנני, הנני, הנני

Master of the world,
if I’m here, everything is here

Here I am, I am ready and prepared,
Here I am, I am ready and prepared, 

Master of the world, 
if I’m here, everything is here

Here I am, Here I am, Here I am, Here I am
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SOURCE  – 1 SAMUEL 3:1-11
Young Samuel was in the service of GOD under
Eli. In those days the word of GOD was rare;
prophecy was not widespread.
One day, Eli was asleep in his usual place; his
eyes had begun to fail and he could barely see.
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was sleeping in the temple of GOD where
the Ark of God was.
GOD called out to Samuel, and he answered,
“I’m coming.”
He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called
me.” But he replied, “I didn’t call you; go back to
sleep.” So he went back and lay down.
Again GOD called, “Samuel!” Samuel rose and
went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
But he replied, “I didn’t call, my son; go back to
sleep.”—
Now Samuel had not yet experienced GOD; the
word of GOD had not yet been revealed to him.
GOD called Samuel again, a third time, and he
rose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you
called me.” Then Eli understood that GOD was
calling the boy.
And Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down. If you are
called again, say, ‘Speak, GOD, for Your servant
is listening.’” And Samuel went to his place and
lay down.
GOD started communicating, calling as before:
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel answered,
“Speak, for Your servant is listening.”

י רֵת֥ אֶת־ה׳ לִפְנֵי֣ עֵלִ֑ מואֵּל֛ מְשָׁ וְהַנַּעַ֧ר שְׁ
ם אֵי֥ן חָזוֹ֖ן ימִָּי֣ם הָהֵ֔ ודְּבַר־ה׳ הָיהָ֤ יקָָר֙ בַּ

נִפְרָץֽ׃
מְקוֹמוֹ֑ וְעֵינָו֙ י שֹׁכֵב֣ בִּ יוֹּ֣ם הַה֔ואּ וְעֵלִ֖ וַיְֽהִי֙ בַּ

ֹ֥א יוכַּל֖ לִרְאֽוֹת׃ הֵחֵלּ֣וּ כֵה֔וֹת ל
מואֵּ֖ל שֹׁכֵב֑ ה ושְּׁ ֙ טֶרֶ֣ם יִכְבֶּ֔ וְנֵר֤ אלוקים

֖ם אֲרוֹ֥ן אלוקים׃   ר־שָׁ הֵיכַל֣ ה׳ אֲשֶׁ בְּ
נִֽי׃ מואֵּ֖ל וַיאֹּ֥מֶר הִנֵּ קְרָא֧ ה׳ אֶל־שְׁ ִּ וַי

י יֽ־קָרָא֣תָ לִּ֔ ֙ כִּ וַירָׇּ֣ץ אֶל־עֵלִי֗ וַיאֹּ֤מֶר הִנְנִי
כָב֑ וַילֵֶּ֖ךְ א־קָרָא֖תִי שׁו֣בּ שְׁ ֹֽ וַיאֹּ֥מֶר ל

בֽ׃{ כָּ שְׁ ִּ וַי
֙ מואֵּל מואֵּל֒ וַיקָׇּ֤ם שְׁ וַיסֶֹּ֣ף ה׳ קְראֹ֣ עוֹד֮ שְׁ
י י֥ קָרָא֖תָ לִ֑ י כִּ י וַיאֹּ֣מֶר הִנְנִ֔ וַילֵֶּ֣ךְ אֶל־עֵלִ֔

כָבֽ׃ וַיאֹּ֛מֶר לאֹ־קָרָא֥תִיֽ בְנִי֖ שׁו֥בּ שְׁ
לֶ֥ה ל טֶרֶ֖ם ידַָע֣ אֶת־ה׳ וְטֶרֶ֛ם יִגָּ מואֵּ֕ ושְּׁ

בַר־ה׳׃ יו דְּ אֵלָ֖
֙ ֒ וַיקָׇּ֙ם ת לִישִׁ ְ שּׁ מואֵּל֮ בַּ וַיסֶֹּ֨ף ה׳ קְראֹֽ־שְׁ
י י֥ קָרָא֖תָ לִ֑ י כִּ י וַיאֹּ֣מֶר הִנְנִ֔ וַילֵֶּ֣ךְ אֶל־עֵלִ֔

עַֽר׃ י֥ ה׳ קרֵֹא֥ לַנָּ י כִּ וַיבֶָּ֣ן עֵלִ֔
֙ ֒ וְהָיהָ כָב ךְ ׀ שְׁ מואֵּל֮ לֵ֣ י לִשְׁ וַיאֹּ֨מֶר עֵלִ֣
עַ י֥ שֹׁמֵ֖ ר֣ ה׳ כִּ בֵּ ֙ דַּ מַרְתָּ יךָ וְאָֽ אִם־יִקְרָא֣ אֵלֶ֔

מְקוֹמֽוֹ׃ ב֖ בִּ כַּ שְׁ ִּ ל וַי מואֵּ֔ ךָ֑ וַילֵֶּ֣ךְ שְׁ עַבְדֶּ
פַעַ֖ם קְרָא֥ כְפַעַֽם־בְּ ִּ ב וַי תְיצַַּ֔ ִּ וַיבָּאֹ֤ ה׳ וַי
י֥ ר כִּ בֵּ֔ מואֵּל֙ דַּ מואֵּל֑ וַיאֹּ֤מֶר שְׁ מואֵּל֣ ׀ שְׁ שְׁ

ךָֽ׃   שֹׁמֵ֖עַ עַבְדֶּ

How would you react if God called your name? 
What does this story tell us about how God communicates
with people? What is clear and what is not?

GUIDING QUESTIONS
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SOURCE 2 – GENESIS 22:1-12
Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test
—saying to him, “Abraham.” He answered, “Here
I am.”
“Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer
him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights
that I will point out to you.”
So early next morning, Abraham saddled his
donkey and took with him two of his servants and
his son Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt
offering, and he set out for the place of which God
had told him.
On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the
place from afar.
Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here
with the donkey. The boy and I will go up there; we
will worship and we will return to you.”
Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and
put it on his son Isaac. He himself took the
firestone and the knife; and the two walked off
together.
Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!”
And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said,
“Here are the firestone and the wood; but where is
the sheep for the burnt offering?”
And Abraham said, “It is God who will see to the
sheep for this burnt offering, my son.” And the two
of them walked on together.
They arrived at the place of which God had told
him. Abraham built an altar there; he laid out the
wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the
altar, on top of the wood.
And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son.
Then an angel of GOD called to him from heaven:
“Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I
am.”
“Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do
anything to him. For now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your son, your
favored one, from Me.”

ה֖ ה וְהָא֣לוקים נִסָּ לֶּ בָרִי֣ם הָאֵ֔ ֙ הַדְּ וַיְהִי֗ אַחַר
יו אַבְרָהָ֖ם וַיאֹּ֥מֶר אֶת־אַבְרָהָם֑ וַיאֹּ֣מֶר אֵלָ֔

נִֽי׃ הִנֵּ
ר־ ֤ אֲשֶׁ ֨ אֶת־יְחִיֽדְךָ נְךָ ֹּ֡אמֶר קַח־נָ֠א אֶת־בִּ וַי
ק וְלֶךְ֨־לְךָ֔ אֶל־אֶ֖רֶץ הַמּרִֹיהָּ֑ ֙ אֶת־יִצְחָ֔ אָהַבְ֙תָּ
֖ר ים אֲשֶׁ ה עַל֚ אַחַד֣ הֶֽהָרִ֔ ֙ לְעלָֹ֔ ם ּ שָׁ הו וְהַעֲלֵ֤

יךָ׃ אמַֹר֥ אֵלֶֽ
֙ אֶת־חֲמרֹ֔וֹ בּקֶֹ֗ר וַיֽחֲַּבשֹׁ ם֨ אַבְרָהָ֜ם בַּ כֵּ וַישְַּׁ
נוֹ֑ וֹ וְאֵ֖ת יִצְחָק֣ בְּ נֵי֤ נְעָרָיו֙ אִתּ֔ ח אֶת־שְׁ קַּ֞ ִּ וַי
קוֹ֖ם לֶךְ אֶל־הַמָּ ֵּ֔ ה וַיקָׇּ֣ם וַי ֙ עֲצֵי֣ עלָֹ֔ ע וַיְבַקַּ

ר־אָֽמַר־ל֥וֹ האלוקים׃ אֲשֶׁ
א֨ אַבְרָהָם֧ אֶת־עֵינָי֛ו וַירְַּ֥א ָ שּׂ ִּ י֗ וַי לִישִׁ ְ יוֹּ֣ם הַשּׁ בַּ

קוֹ֖ם מֵרָחקֹֽ׃ אֶת־הַמָּ
בו־ּלָכֶם֥ פּהֹ֙ עִםֽ־ וַיאֹּ֨מֶר אַבְרָהָ֜ם אֶל־נְעָרָי֗ו שְׁ
חֲוֶה֖ תַּ עַר נֵלְכָה֖ עַד־כּהֹ֑ וְנִשְֽׁ הַחֲמ֔וֹר וַאֲנִי֣ וְהַנַּ֔

וְנָשׁו֥בָּה אֲלֵיכֶםֽ׃
֙ עַל־ ם ח֨ אַבְרָהָ֜ם אֶת־עֲצֵי֣ הָעלָֹה֗ וַישֶָּׂ֙ קַּ ִּ וַי
ידָ֔וֹ אֶת־הָאֵ֖שׁ וְאֶת־ ח֣ בְּ קַּ ִּ נ֔וֹ וַי יִצְחָק֣ בְּ

וֽ׃ נֵיהֶ֖ם יחְַדָּ אֲכֶלֶ֑ת וַילְֵּכוּ֥ שְׁ הַֽמַּ
י וַיאֹּ֨מֶר יִצְחָ֜ק אֶל־אַבְרָהָם֤ אָבִיו֙ וַיאֹּ֣מֶר אָבִ֔
ים ֙ וְהָעֵ֣צִ֔ יֽ בְנִי֑ וַיאֹּ֗מֶר הִנֵּה֤ הָאֵשׁ נִּ֣ וַיאֹּ֖מֶר הִנֶּ

ה׃ ֖ה לְעלָֹֽ ֶ וְאַיהֵּ֥ הַשּׂ
ה֛ ֶ וֹ הַשּׂ ם אלוקים יִרְאֶה־לּ֥ ֙ אַבְרָהָ֔ וַיאֹּ֙מֶר

וֽ׃ נֵיהֶ֖ם יחְַדָּ נִי֑ וַילְֵּכוּ֥ שְׁ ה בְּ לְעלָֹ֖
֒ ר֣ אָֽמַר־ל֣וֹ האלוקים קוֹם֮ אֲשֶׁ ּ אֶֽל־הַמָּ וַיבָּאֹ֗ו
חַ וַיֽעֲַּרךְֹ֖ אֶת־ זְבֵּ֔ ֙ אֶת־הַמִּ ם֤ אַבְרָהָם בֶ֨ן שָׁ ִּ וַי
֙ עַל־ ם אתֹוֹ נ֔וֹ וַישֶָּׂ֤ הָעֵצִי֑ם וַיֽעֲַּקדֹ֙ אֶת־יִצְחָק֣ בְּ

֖עַל לָעֵצִיֽם׃ חַ מִמַּ זְבֵּ֔ הַמִּ
אֲכֶלֶ֑ת ח֖ אֶת־הַֽמַּ קַּ ִּ ֙ אֶת־ידָ֔וֹ וַי ח אַבְרָהָם לַ֤ שְׁ ִּ וַי

נוֹֽ׃ חטֹ֖ אֶת־בְּ לִשְׁ
יִם וַיאֹּ֖מֶר מַ֔ ָ קְרָא֨ אֵלָי֜ו מַלְאַ֤ךְ ה׳֙ מִן־הַשּׁ ִּ וַי

נִֽי׃ אַבְרָהָם֣ ׀ אַבְרָהָם֑ וַיאֹּ֖מֶר הִנֵּ
עַ֥שׂ עַר וְאַל־תַּ ֙ אֶל־הַנַּ֔ ח ידְָֽךָ לַ֤ שְׁ וַיאֹּ֗מֶר אַל־תִּ
֙ יֽ־יְרֵא֤ אֱלהִֹים י כִּ ה֣ ידַָעְ֗תִּ י֣ ׀ עַתָּ ל֖וֹ מְאו֑מָּה כִּ
י׃ נִּ ֽ נְךָ֥ אֶת־יְחִידְךָ֖ מִמֶּ כְ֛תָּ אֶת־בִּ ֹ֥א חָשַׂ ה וְל תָּ אַ֔
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SOURCE 3 – GENESIS 46:1-7
So Israel set out with all that was his, and he
came to Beer-sheba, where he offered sacrifices
to the God of his father Isaac.
God called to Israel in a vision by night: “Jacob!
Jacob!” He answered, “Here.”
“I am God, the God of your father. Fear not to
go down to Egypt, for I will make you there into
a great nation.
I Myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I
Myself will also bring you back; and Joseph’s
hand shall close your eyes.”
So Jacob set out from Beer-sheba. The sons of
Israel put their father Jacob and their children
and their wives in the wagons that Pharaoh had
sent to transport him;
and they took along their livestock and the
wealth that they had amassed in the land of
Canaan. Thus Jacob and all his offspring with
him came to Egypt:
he brought with him to Egypt his sons and
grandsons, his daughters and granddaughters—
all his offspring.

אֵרָ֣ה ר־ל֔וֹ וַיבָּאֹ֖ בְּ ֙ וְכׇל־אֲשֶׁ רָאֵל ע֤ יִשְׂ סַּ ִּ וַי
ים לֵאלוקי אָבִי֥ו יִצְחָקֽ׃ ח֣ זְבָחִ֔ זְבַּ ִּ בַ֑ע וַי ָ שּׁ

מַרְאתֹ֣ ֙ בְּ רָאֵל וַיאֹּ֨מֶר אלוקים ׀ לְיִשְׂ
נִֽי׃ יְלָה וַיאֹּ֖מֶר יעֲַקבֹ֣ ׀ יעֲַקבֹ֑ וַיאֹּ֖מֶר הִנֵּ הַלַּ֔
֙ ירָא ֹּ֕אמֶר אָנכִֹי֥ הָאֵ֖ל אלוקי אָבִי֑ךָ אַל־תִּ וַי
֥ ֽימְךָ יֽ־לְגוֹ֥י גָּדוֹ֖ל אֲשִׂ יְמָה כִּ מֵרְדָה֣ מִצְרַ֔

ֽם׃ שָׁ
֣ עַלְךָ יְמָה וְאָנכִֹי֖ אַֽ ֙ מִצְרַ֔ ךָ אָנכִֹי֗ אֵרֵד֤ עִמְּ

י֥ת ידָוֹ֖ עַל־עֵינֶיֽךָ׃ ף ישִָׁ ה וְיוֹסֵ֕ ֹ֑ גַם־עָל
ּ בְנֵיֽ־ או֨ שְׂ ִּ בַ֑ע וַי אֵר֣ שָׁ וַיקָׇּ֥ם יעֲַקבֹ֖ מִבְּ
֙ ם רָאֵל֜ אֶת־יעֲַקבֹ֣ אֲבִיהֶם֗ וְאֶת־טַפָּ יִשְׂ
רְעהֹ֖ לַ֥ח פַּ ר־שָׁ עֲגָל֕וֹת אֲשֶׁ ם בָּ יהֶ֔ וְאֶת־נְשֵׁ

א֥ת אתֹוֹֽ׃ לָשֵׂ
ר֤ ֙ אֲשֶׁ ם ּ אֶת־מִקְנֵיהֶם֗ וְאֶת־רְכושָּׁ ִּקְחו֣ וַי
ּ מִצְרָיְ֑מָה יעֲַקבֹ֖ עַן וַיבָּאֹ֖ו נַ֔ אֶרֶ֣ץ כְּ ּ֙ בְּ רָכְֽשׁו

וְכׇל־זַרְעוֹ֥ אִתּוֹֽ׃
נָי֖ו וְכׇל־ נתָֹי֛ו ובְּנוֹ֥ת בָּ וֹ בְּ יו ובְּנֵי֤ בָנָיו֙ אִתּ֔ נָ֞ בָּ

זַרְעוֹ֑ הֵבִי֥א אִתּוֹ֖ מִצְרָיְֽמָה׃

SOURCE 4 – EXODUS 3:1-10
Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-
law Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock
into the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God.
An angel of GOD appeared to him in a blazing
fire out of a bush. He gazed, and there was a
bush all aflame, yet the bush was not consumed.
Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at this
marvelous sight; why doesn’t the bush burn up?”
When GOD saw that he had turned aside to
look, God called to him out of the bush: “Moses!
Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.”

ה֗ הָיהָ֥ רעֶֹה֛ אֶת־צאֹ֛ן יִתְרוֹ֥ חתְֹנוֹ֖ ומּשֶֹׁ
ר דְבָּ֔ נְהַג֤ אֶת־הַצּאֹן֙ אַחַר֣ הַמִּ ִּ כּהֵֹן֣ מִדְיןָ֑ וַי

וַיבָּאֹ֛ אֶל־הַר֥ האלוקים חרֵֹבָֽה׃
ת־אֵ֖שׁ מִתּוֹ֣ךְ לַבַּ יו בְּ א מַלְאַךְ֨ ה׳֥ אֵלָ֛ וַי֠רֵָּ֠
שׁ אֵ֔ ֙ בּעֵֹר֣ בָּ נֶה נֶה֑ וַירְַּ֗א וְהִנֵּה֤ הַסְּ הַסְּ

לֽ׃ נֶה֖ אֵינֶנּ֥וּ אֻכָּ וְהַסְּ
ה אֶת־ א֣ וְאֶרְאֶ֔ ה אָסֻרָֽה־נָּ וַיאֹּ֣מֶר משֶֹׁ֔
ֶּה֑ מַדּו֖עַּ לאֹ־יִבְעַר֥ רְאֶה֥ הַגָּדלֹ֖ הַז הַמַּ

נֶהֽ׃ הַסְּ
֩ אֵלָי֨ו קְרָא ִּ י֣ סָר֣ לִרְאוֹ֑ת וַי וַירְַּ֥א ה׳֖ כִּ
֖ה ה֥ משֶֹׁ נֶה֗ וַיאֹּ֛מֶר משֶֹׁ אלוקים מִתּוֹ֣ךְ הַסְּ

נִֽי׃ וַיאֹּ֥מֶר הִנֵּ



DTotal availability and readiness to do what God asks

D
The character’s interaction with God changes the

course of the Jewish narrative

DDirect personal address from God

Character God’s ask How it changes the narrative:

Abraham
First: To sacrifice his son
Isaac. Then: To stop the
sacrifice.

Tests Abraham’s faith,
reaffirming his comitment to
God and God’s comitment to
him and his people

Jacob / Israel
To go down to Egypt without
fear.

Authorizes descent to Egypt
which begins the nation’s
formation.

Moses
To return to Egypt and free
the Israelites from slavery.

Moses is made leader of the
Jewish people and the exodus
begins

Samuel
To deliver judgment against
Eli’s household.

Samuel is made a prophet who
establishes the monarchy and
keeps them in line with God’s
word
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